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It is our pleasure to welcome you to 
Defying Gravity, our spring concert 
offering for 2024. These are songs 
that speak to our collective desire 
to be a part of the world around us. 
We sing of the value of supporting 
one another in love and friendship, 
of experiencing something exciting 
and unique every day.

Our Chorus mission is based on 
living this message through our singing and our actions. We 
strive to bring hope to our community through our George 
Zander Memorial Fund Anti-Bullying Grants. These grants 
are awarded to Valley schools each year. You will hear from 
one of the students this evening about how our support helps 
to give them a safe space, a refuge, in an uncertain world. 

We seek to bring our message to many audiences in the 
Valley while singing for organizations like Greater Palm 
Springs Pride on the main stage, Palm Desert Library, and 
the Rancho Mirage Library. We have sung the National 
Anthem for the Tour de Palm Springs and the Gay Softball 
League Opening Day. We sang a special arrangement for 
the Peggy Lee star dedication on the Palm Springs Walk of 
Stars. Participation in these occasions, and others, allows us 
to spread our joy. We love any opportunity to sing!

We look forward to traveling to Minneapolis this July to 
perform with about 7,000 other singers for the GALA Festival, 
a worldwide organization of Gay & Lesbian Choruses which 
hosts this quadrennial gathering. What could be better than 
sharing our voices and missions through a week of music 
making!

Let us entertain you, lift your spirit, and elevate your joy!
.

Alan McPhail, President
PSGMC

P.O. BOX 4082,
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92263
P. 760-219-2077
PSGMC.COM
PSGMC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Through musical excellence, community outreach, and civic responsibility, 
the Palm Springs Gay Men’s Chorus, seeks to entertain, inspire, and 

educate the culturally diverse community in which we live.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
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PALM SPRINGS GAY MEN’S CHORUS

desertwindsfb.org or 760.776.2700

DEAN McDOWELL | ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

AND

SATURDAY, MAY 4 AT 2 PM | JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER PALM SPRINGS

TICKETS $25

SPECIAL CONCERT 2024
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PALM SPRINGS GAY MEN’S CHORUS
Jerry R. Soria-Foust (2021), Artistic Director

Joel Baker (2013), Principal Accompanist

Steve Baker                 2010
Rick Beanes               2023
Thomas Benner           2020
Ryan Bernis                 2023
Trey Campbell#           2019

Frank Duncan#            2023
Gregory Fear               2022
Charles Gallagher#      2016
Jeffrey Hillard             2024
Jeff Kopasz+                2016

Alan McPhail              2012
David Mooney             2023
Santiago Rodriguez     2021
Wesley Ryan                2024
Ramiro Salazar           2023

Dave Sanchez              2021
Charles Shobe*            2022
Michael Tryba             2023
Kenneth Ugarte#          2021

Andrew Bird#                2016
Joel Brown                 2024 
Wayne Bryan#             2023
Bill Butler*                    2011
Jerry Chism#                1998
Joe Dahman                2006
Zane DiVita#                2023
Henry Doering#                2016

Tommy Estrada#         2016
Michael Gettle            2024
Brian Gordon              2022
Jeff Hocker                2013
Charles Kibby#            2024
Thompson  Lange             2021
David Leh                   2022
Marcio Matias             2021

Michael McKeehan#    2023
Al Meritt                     2010
Maxwell Mierzejewski  2023
Joe Musser                  2016
Eric Parisini#                 2024
Gregory Pretre           2022
Chip Prince+               2021
Tim Rogers                 2023

Ernie Santora             1998
David Schaeffer         2022
Tom Shoon                 2019
Steve Suttles              2020
Douglas Ware             2018
David Warren             2024
Mark Wilson               2015

BJ Allen                        2023

Kevin Allen                    2021

Jeffrey Arnold               2024

Paul Boisse                    2021

Allen Byerly#                  2022

Paul D  Cain                   2012

Iain Campbell                2014

Marc Copfer                  2022

Vinnie  D’Anna               2014

Gary Dexter                   2024

David Edmiston             2022

Matt Fox                        2023

Dr. Lawrence Frost        2003

Ernest Gerke                          2015

Bob Gurwin                    2024

Donald Hansen              2019

Ron Harkness#              2023

John Hawley                  2022

Berton Herrlinger           2024

Patrick Howard              2023

Kurt Jacobowitz-Cain    2012

Andrea Laguni               2015

Rocky J Lewis                2021

Rick Lippiner#                2019

Jessay Martin                2014

Scott Montroy#              2023

Joe Nelson                    2016

John O’Connell*            2022

Bob Patnode                  2018

Serjio Peña                    2023

Mario Pescatore             2024

Jim Ribeiro, Jr               2022

Steven Shuman             2017

Paul Snively                  2021

Scott Stewart                 2021

Raymond Stimson              2018

John Whearty                2009

Patrick Bonomo          2023
Dan Carlentine*          2015
Jason Duncan#          2009
Rich Fluechtling         2019
Bryan Kreisinger-Denk   2023

Ken Kuchma               2017
Russel Learn              2013
Jason Lewis               2022
Oleg Liebowitz           2001
Noel Martinez             2018

Jeffrey Nottke+           2022
Wilson Raiser             2021
Chuck Rice                 2023
George Rockel#           2017
John Rourke               2024

Robert Siebert                 2023
Carl Stevens               2023
Rob Stone                  2022
Hal Stradley               2013
Gary Timmerman#       2022

BASS

* Section Manager    +Section Leader     # Leave of Absence

TENOR II

TENOR I

BARITONE
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Saturday, July 20, 2024

This summer, we will 
celebrate those songs that might 

not have won a physical award but 
have definitely won our hearts!

3:00 & 8:00 p.m. | Meng Concert Hall
Steve Milloy, Artistic Director  |  Information at ocgmc.org

And the Winner Is...

Not!
MenAlive

presents
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KRISTINE W
Named by Billboard Magazine as the #8 
Greatest Dance Artist of All Time and the #3 
greatest from the Last Decade, Kristine W has 
proven herself a lasting talent. Through nearly 
twenty-five years in music, she has consistency 
delivered songs that touch hearts and souls and 
compel bodies to find the mighty groove out on 
the dance floor.  She’s had 17 #1 singles in her 
career, tying Mariah Carey for the sixth-most 
Billboard #1 dance hits. 

Kristine W’s first #1 was in 1996 with her debut 
single, “Feel What You Want.” She quickly 

followed it with her second chart-topper, “One More Try.”  And then a third: 
“Land of the Living,” securing Kristine’s place as a new dance floor star. 
When the Land of the Living album was officially released in 1997, Kristine’s 
in-store concert at the Virgin Megastore in Times Square drew lines of 
adoring fans around the block.

She signed with RCA Records for her 2000 album, Stronger, landing at 
#1 with its title tune and “Lovin’ You.”  Then tragedy struck. Kristine was 
diagnosed with a particularly aggressive strain of leukemia that had only 
a 30 percent chance of survival. She was given an experimental stem cell 
transplant and spent the next two years fighting the disease while also raising 
two infant children. 

In 2003, Kristine returned to music with a new album Fly Again, this time with 
the pioneering indie dance label, Tommy Boy.  She racked up three more 
#1s: the title song, “Save My Soul” and “The Wonder of It All.” 

After topping the charts again with her dance remake of the Ashford/Simpson-
penned Diana Ross hit “The Boss,” Kristine debuted as a totally independent 
and self-managed artist with 2009’s The Power of Music album. Its seven 
#1 hits proved Kristine’s enduring appeal as a major dance music artist.  In 
2015, Kristine released her New & Number Ones album where she revisited 
some of her past hits with new mixes and edits and offered new songs that 
also topped the charts.  

In 2018, she released “Stars”, her 17th Billboard #1.  The song was included 
on Billboard’s “Best 100 Dance Songs of 2018,” coming in at #25, next to 
Ariana Grande and U2.  Her last album release was 2020’s Love and Lies.   
Kristine’s next album is scheduled to release in summer 2024. 

Visit KristineW.com

GUEST  ARTIST

Saturday, July 20, 2024

This summer, we will 
celebrate those songs that might 

not have won a physical award but 
have definitely won our hearts!
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Steve Milloy, Artistic Director  |  Information at ocgmc.org
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Pick us up in print, or sign up for the Indy Digest and our 
11 Days a Week events newsletter at CVIndependent.com!

Valley-leading coverage of local arts. 
Nationally recognized journalism.

760.327.3802   
bloominthedesert.org

Welcome! 
WORSHIP WITH US IN PERSON  

SUNDAYS AT 10 AM
3601 E. Mesquite Ave, Palm Springs 

Demuth Community Center

WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE  
SUNDAYS AT 10 AM  

Facebook 
Bloom in the Desert Ministries UCC

REPLAY ANYTIME  
YouTube  

Bloom in the Desert Ministries UCC

Get Your Faith in Gear.
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THE MAESTRO'S CIRCLE
YOUR DONATION OF AT LEAST $250 ENITITLES YOU TO EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS

Join our Maestro’s Circle!
Your yearly gift will assure that our voices will be heard for years to come.  You can 

spread your gift over the year through automatic, monthly donations.  Visit psgmc.com 
or call 760-219-2077 for more information. 

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE BENEFITS AND LEVELS
PERFORMER – $250 – $499  Acknowledgement in all printed concert programs + Maestro’s Circle lapel pin
ACCOMPANIST - $500 - $999  Benefits above + Two  invitations to our catered Maestro’s Circle Spring 

appreciation event
CONDUCTOR – $1,000 - $1,499    Benefits above + Two invitations to our “Sneak Peek” brunch 
  and Four invitations to our catered Maestro’s Circle Spring appreciation event
COMPOSER – $1,500 – $2,499  Benefits above + Two single-show top tier tickets
PRODUCER – $2,500 – $4,999    Benefits above + Four single-show top tier tickets, Four invitations to our major 

donor “Sneak Peek” brunch with the Artistic Director and Six invitations to our Spring appreciation event
STAR – $5,000 – $9,999  Benefits above +   Six single-show top tier tickets
ENSEMBLE – $10,000 – $19,999  Benefits above +   Eight single-show top tier tickets 
SPONSOR – $20,000 AND ABOVE Benefits above + Named as Season Presenting Sponsor and other benefits 

tailored to the donor

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT 

IN MEMORIAM
We fondly remember our friends who once made beautiful music with us.

Michael Baldwin 
Doug Bedard

Bruce Berg
John Bethel

Thor (Theo) Blackburn
Tom Brady

Lyle Brummet
Bill Callahan

Bruce Chartier
Lawrence Chandler

Hainie Chew
James Clossin

Mark Cohen 
Terry Coogan
Tom Cooper

Asa D’Matteo
Michael Elhoffer

Joe Faulkner
David Fisher
Bill Galaway

David Gooding
Scott Griffen

Bob Hogg 
Chris Holcombe
Larry Jackson

Bill Johns
Jeffrey Joseph

Rusty Kaplan
Bruce Kenyon

Dick Kubic
Phil Martin

Chuck Marx
Rick Mauery
Ron McFerrin
Jack Merker

Andrew Merskin
Dave Murdock

George Nassimos
Joseph Scot Neal 

Tom Nichols

John Ohrenstein
Dennis Pearce

Steve Rappaport
John Reece
Vance Reger
Joe Reichel

Tom Reinberg
Doug Romney

Mark Rose
Chads Skinner

Bob Sparks
Irv Stierle
Bob Stone

Terry Tsaikis
Michael Tyree

Chuck Wilhelm
Marc Wing

Gordon Wolf
Steven Woodkin

Geary Zamira
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CONTRIBUTORS
FOR THE 2023-2024 SEASON

Thank you for your generosity and ongoing support!

Jon Armstrong & Sheila Egan  •  Bill Taylor  •  City of Palm Springs

Bill Amplo & Bill Snellenberger
Marty Brickman & Tony Zarrillo
Bradley Kane & Steven Shuman

Andrea Laguni & Joey Suniga

Al Meritt
In Memory of Mike Elhoffer
David Smith & Peter Ho

Steve Suttles & Rob Hurlbutt

Steve Baker & Doug Nagel
William Butler

Eli Coleman & Jared Altschul
Culinary Hill Inc.

In Honor of Carl Hack and Jeff Mauk
Michael Foster

 Joe Giarrusso & Charlie Paglia
Jan Judziewicz & TJ Jeske

Ross Larsen & Rusty Cummings
Dean McIntosh & Allyn Blencoe

Joe Nelson & John Goad
Caryl Olins

Stephen Sledjeski & Robin Somes
Ray Stimson & Bob Patnode

Dee Wescott
Jim Wright

Don Yager & Rick Groger

H.E. Anderson Family Foundation 
Toni Ausum

Wayne Bryan
Mary Culshaw

Joe Dahman & Terry Palmer
Alan Davis & Ron Mirto

Harvey Day
Bruce Fowler

Frontrunners - Mark DeAngelis
Charles Gallagher

Judy Hudgens
Oleg N. Liebowitz

Pat Liedtke
Mark Littlewood & Emmanuel Acosta

Charles Middleton & John Geary
Scott Montroy & David Cleveland

Larry & Paula Shuman
In Honor of Steven Shuman & Bradley Kane

Pat Snyder
Maurice Stephens

Jon Tipper & Don Reising

Salim Alama & Monty Poff
Linda Beck

Andrew M Bendik Jr
Conviva Inc

Bonnie Gallagher
Carl Hack & Jeff Mauk

Thomas Gleeson & Donald Hogan

Alex Glickman & Gayle Whittemore
Bob Gurwin & John Rourke

Ken Kuchma
Dave Larson & Kev Nierman

Lee Lightfoot
Noel Martinez

Michael McLaughlin & John Wieland

Robert Parrish
Mary Rich

Stephen & Geoffrey Robards
Michael Mulcahy & Christopher Seidel

Margot Skinner
Paul Snively & Charles Carnahan

Ray Warman & Dan Kiser

CONDUCTOR   $1,000 - $1,499

COMPOSER  $1,500 - $2,499

PRODUCER   $2,500 - $4,999

STAR  $5,000 - $9,999

ENSEMBLE  $10,000 - $19,999

PERFORMER   $250 - $499

ACCOMPANIST  $500 - $999

Desert Community Foundation - CV Giving Day
Steve Tobin, Johnny Krupa 

and the Board of Directors of the Grace Helen Spearman Foundation

Mike Carson & Ron Steigerwalt, Ph.D.
Richard Fluechtling

Alan McPhail & Ferguson Porter
People Helping People U.S.A. 
In Memory of Richard Stelk

Ernie Santora & Dean Nickodemus

Dave Sanchez & Evan Chorney-Sanchez
Jon Sims Endowment Fund 
for the Performing Arts

Rosie Vacano
Mike Ziskind & Jeff Davis
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This listing is for gifts received from Donations April 8, 2023 to April 7, 2024
If your gift is not listed, please contact Ernie Santora at SantoraErnie@gmail.com or call 760-219-2077

To Make a Contribution or Planned Gift, Visit PSGMC.com

FAN UNDER   $250
Rob T. Allen & J. Douglas Clark
Jania Andreotti & Steve Bottari

Jill Arnold
Helen Risom Belluschi

Claudia Bloom & Stephen Soroko
In Honor of Steven Shuman & Bradley Kane

Paul Boisse & Mark Chartrand
Roy Boucher & Tom Schiefelbein

Phyllis Brady & Andy Masters
Marcia Brewer
Trey Campbell

Jerry Chism 
Jeff Choate

Howard Cohen
Casey Criste

Joseph Czuberki
Ray Dallago & Mark Butzko

Jack Delaney
Henry Doering

Frank Dunn & Joseph Casazza
Steven Elia

Ruth Eliel & William Cooney
In Honor of  Andrea Laguni

Edward Esrock
Bill Eyler

Wayne Fellabaum
Debra Fink
Paul Foster

Wilf & Marg Gobert

Bonnie McKeever Gosline
Tim Groom & Brian Falls

Kenneth Hailpern
Linda Hastings
Robert Henry

Joseph Jackson & Gary Hebert
Kurt Jacobowitz-Cain & Paul Cain

Lani Jones
Derek & Debbie Karimoto

Keith Kincaid & Christopher Harms
Richard King

Victoria Kopasz
Charles Kosy

Avner Ben Yehuda Lapovsky
John Lasher & Alejandro 

Escudero
Justin Lavoie

Robert Lorenson
Glenn MacGregor

Gerald Markovitz & Cameron Jobe
Lisa May

Ralph McClurg & Mabo Masunobu
Theresa McGinley

James Neuman
James C Nixon

Dean Anthony Painter Jr. & James 
K. Villnon

Thomas Patterson
Todd Penske

Eric Phelan
Patti Piper
Gary Pisula
Chris Finley

Michael Robertson & Randy Rosier
Michael & Patricia Rolnick

Elizabeth Romanella
David Schaeffer & Keith Bevan

Scott Shanstrom
Jesus Silva

James & Sharon Sipple
Maureen Slakey

Elizabeth Smalley
David Smith

Jerry & Jorge Soria-Foust
Denise Sprague

Lucille & Bob Steiner
Michele Stowers
Gary Timmerman

Erich Arthur Vollmer
In Honor of  Andrea Laguni

Robert Weiner
Clyde Wildes

Rod Woodfield
Ty Woodward

Gloria Zyskowski

SUPPORT THE CHORUS...
HELP US BUILD A CHORUS LIKE NO OTHER!

DONATE TODAY
   • Online PSGMC.com
   • Mail PSGMC P.O. Box 4082, Palm Springs CA 92263
   • Call 760-219-2077 
   • Text PSGMC to 44-321.

WORKPLACE GIVING
Double your gift with a workplace matching gift.  Contact your HR representative and inquire about your 
company’s matching gift policy.  Email the completed matching gift form, indicating your contribution, to our 
development team at SantoraErnie@gmail.com.  The Palm Springs Gay Men’s Chorus (PSGMC) is a registered IRS 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  Tax ID is 33-0878639. 

CORPORATE PARTNERS
PSGMC is grateful for the support we receive from the Coachella Valley business community.  If your business 
is not already advertising with us, we encourage you to consider supporting us.  Advertising with us positions 
your brand in front of a highly desirable demographic while demonstrating your commitment to a diverse and 
inclusive world.  Please call 760-219-2077 to meet and develop an agreement that meets your interests. 

LEGACY CIRCLE
Our Legacy Circle honors those who make a life income or planned gift to us in their will or estate plan.  
Legacy Society members assure that PSGMC will have a strong future and can receive substantial tax 
advantages.  Consult with your attorney or tax professional to discuss which type of planned gift would be 
most advantageous for you.

In-Kind Donations and Support: 
Thank you to Jeffrey Davis, David Hamilton, Bernie Erickson, Joe Musser, and Mike Ziskind.
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BIOGRAPHIES
Jerry R. Soria-Foust Artistic Director & Conductor
Jerry R. Soria-Foust  is a professional music educator and arts leader, with a 
career spanning more than 30 years. At the age of 19, Jerry had his first GALA 
Choruses experience, performing in the inaugural season of the Indianapolis 
Men’s Chorus. That experience was transformational, and he credits 
participation in a number of GALA organizations for the fulfilling life he leads as 
a an artist, husband and dad. 

From 2005-2009, Jerry served as Artistic Director for the San Diego Men’s 
Chorus, where he led the chorus through a number of milestones, including 
performing as main stage entertainment on an ocean liner for RSVP Cruises, 
singing the national anthem for the San Diego Padres, and becoming the 
resident choral ensemble in the newly renovated Balboa Theatre in downtown 

San Diego. During his time with SDMC, the Chorus collaborated with a number of award-winning artists, 
including Tony-nominated Sharon McNight, Broadway & American Idol star Frenchie Davis, Olympic 
legend Greg Louganis, playwright Del Shores, Grammy-nominated Westwind Brass, the San Diego 
Women’s Drum Circle, and more.

Jerry was the Founding Director of Opus Q – A Men’s Vocal Ensemble, a select group specializing in 
diverse repertoire performed in intimate settings in the Bay Area. He also served as Artistic Director for 
the Lesbian/Gay Chorus of San Francisco, during which time the ensemble collaborated with luminaries 
like Sharon Gless and Sir Ian McKellen, and he had the honor of guest conducting the San Francisco Gay 
Men’s Chorus in performance on two occasions.

As a professional theatre director and producer, Jerry has been involved in over 100-ticketed 
productions. As Executive Director and Director of Education of Berkeley Playhouse, he led expansion of 
the organization’ programs, ticket sales, subscribers and budget by 400%. From 2011-2019, Jerry served 
as Artistic Director and Dean of Windy City Performs, an all-ages professional theatre and conservatory 
in Chicago, where he created after-school and pre-professional training programs in music, dance and 
theatre. WCP was nominated for multiple Broadway World Chicago awards over the years; and was 
named Chicago Magazine’s Readers’ Choice award for Best Theatre in 2016.

Jerry’s passions include inspiring people of all ages to find their voice in the performing arts. The main 
thrust of his work has been to create life-changing access to music, dance and theatre opportunities 
for young people of all backgrounds; and to explore the ways the performing arts can answer some of 
today’s most difficult challenges. Jerry is a graduate of Butler University and San Diego State University, 
and has just finished his school building administrator license.

Joel Baker Principal Accompanist
Joel is a native of the Seattle area and a graduate of the University of Washington 
School of Music. He moved to the Desert in 2003 and has busy as a pianist and 
music director ever since. Currently, he can be found playing for The Judy 
Show, starring Michael Holmes, and for the musical revue Palm Springs Jump!, 
at the Purple Room.

Joel serves on the faculty of Midsummer Musical Retreat in Walla Walla, WA, 
and on the accompanist staff for Musical Theater University in Rancho Mirage. 
He also plays for various cabaret artists in the area, and has won two Desert 
Theatre League awards for his work. Among local theaters where Joel has 
taken on the title of Music Director are: Palm Canyon Theatre, Desert 

Theatreworks, Desert Rose, and Desert Ensemble Theatre Company. Joel and his husband, Don 
Vasconcelos, are the authors of the song “Christmas In Palm Springs”.
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Martin Coogan ASL Interpreter
Martin is delighted to be in his eleventh year with PSGMC. Dance has been the 
favorite part of his musical theater journey until sign language came along. That is 
when he knew he had to follow that path. Taking ASL in college, Martin has been 
able to bridge the gap between the Deaf and hearing communities, in many 
different ways. Although, music is the place for him to shine. We are glad to have 
him as part of our program.

Jeff Kopasz Music & Rehearsal Assistant
Tenor Section Leader, joined PSGMC in 2016. He is in his 13th year teaching 
Music in schools, the past 7 of which are here locally with Palm Springs Unified 
School District. He has also music-directed several full-scale and “Broadway 
Junior” musicals at his schools. Jeff is an active member of the Palm Springs 
Teachers Association and serves as one of their CTA State Council reps. A 
graduate of Chapman University’s Conservatory of Music (B.M. Music Education; 
Conducting), he is currently studying for a Masters degree at CSU San Bernardino.

Doug Nagel Resident Vocal Coach
Montana native Doug Nagel sang over 80 operatic baritone roles including 
Count, Scarpia, Dracula, Dutchman, Figaro, and Germont. Doug returns to 
Billings in March to sing John the Baptist and direct Rimrock Opera’s production 
of Salome. Doug premiered the role of Theseus in Roumanis’ Phaedra, broadcast 
on PBS. International attention came when he created the role of de Santander in 
the Virginia Opera world premiere of Musgrave’s Simon Bolìvar, later singing the 
production at the Royal Albert Hall, London, broadcast on the BBC. Mr. Nagel is 
heard on Albany Records in Nosferatu as the title role of Orlock (Dracula). 

Nagel was the Artistic Director of Rimrock Opera, where he guided 26 
productions including Aïda, Così, Traviata, Butterfly, Crucible, Barber, Merry Widow, Bohème, Figaro, 
Girl of the Golden West, Elixir, Tosca, Carmen. Doug has judged the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions and sat on the NEA Opera Grant Committee.

Nagel recently retired as Associate Professor from MSU Billings. Residing in the Coachella Valley with 
his husband, Steve Baker, a longtime member of PSGMC and former board president. Nagel has a voice 
studio and directs the troupe of professional singers, Coachella Valley Classical Voices. Doug proudly 
serves as the Vocal Coach for PSGMC.

Chip Prince Bruce Kenyon’s The Arrangement Director 
Chip is thrilled to be involved with PSGMC after a 22-year absence from Palm 
Springs. While living in New York City he sang in and accompanied the NYC Gay 
Men’s Chorus, under Dr. Charles Beale. Chip has had over 30 years of experience 
playing piano and conducting Broadway shows and tours. He served as Associate 
Conductor on the National Tour of Newsies and can be heard playing piano in the 
Broadway HD movie. New York and National Tour keyboard and/or conducting 
credits include Les Misérables, Sunset Boulevard, Miss Saigon, Mary Poppins, 
Ragtime, The Fantasticks, and A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder. Back in 
the desert since 2020, Chip most recently music-directed and accompanied 
Coachella Valley Repertory’s 2023 West Coast Premiere of The Fantasticks, a Love 
Story Reimagined. He is honored to direct Bruce Kenyon’s The Arrangement.

SPECIAL THANKS
Section V Chair Skip Sidoti would like to thank the volunteers who assist us at rehearsals and performances.

 
Hassan Shaibu • Tom Baker • Robert Rotman • Bom Jaworski • Bob Henry • Katherine Campbell

Rick Lippiner • Doug Oostyk• David Palus • Doug Wong • TJ Jeske • Rick Martin • Skip Sidoti
Backstage Volunteers  Mike Wallace • Randy Smith

The Palm Springs Gay Men’s Chorus would like to give a special thanks to the Annenberg Theater and the
Palm Springs Art Museum, their employees, and their volunteers for going above and beyond for our organization.

We would also like to thank Ector Simpson and the entire events team at the Mizell Center for their hospitality
and impeccable service every Tuesday evening! Chip Prince for selected instrumental arrangements.
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BEST LOCAL RADIO PERSONALITY 

PATRICK EVANS

LISTEN ONLINE:  

1031MeTVFM.com

MIDDAYS 10 AM - 3 PM
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Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to stand before this amazing group 
of singers--all of whom dedicate their time and 
talent every week to bring you an inspiring concert 
each holiday and Spring, as well as support and 
participate in many of the causes that make the 
Coachella Valley such a vibrant place to live! 

The music you will hear tonight is a collection of 
soaring songs that celebrate the human spirit. My 
friend, Kristine W, is the perfect complement to this 
program, as her entire career has been dedicated 
to uplifting our community and inspiring others 
to soar beyond the limitations of gravity. She is 
not only a Billboard #1 artist (one of the all-time 
greatest!), but she is an ally to our community like 
no one else!  I know many of you have enjoyed 
dancing to her music over the past 25 years!  

This program is notable not just because of 
the beauty of the pieces, but because many of 
selections on the program are being performed 
for the first time; they have been commissioned by 

PSGMC for this concert or borrowed as unpublished works from composers or 
other choruses especially for this program. 

Our opening number, a mash up of two of Broadway’s most beloved songs, was 
commissioned by the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus and the San Francisco 
Symphony by up and coming composer/arranger Saunder Choi.  Aloe Blacc’s 
inspiring “Hello, World” calls all the earth’s seven billion stars - those of us who live 
here - to take collective responsibility for our planet and for each other. I heard and 
knew it would sound phenomenal sung by 90 men’s voices. “From Now On” from 
The Greatest Showman and Westlife’s stunning “I Wanna Grow Old With You” 
are just two of the pieces that were arranged for PSGMC by our dear friend Eddy 
Clement. And an old favorite by the Fifth Dimension takes on new meaning as a 
commissioned arrangement dedicated to an Indianapolis Men’s Chorus member 
who passed away during the height of the HIV/AIDS crisis in the Midwest in 1992. 

In July, PSGMC will join more than 7000 other singers from our LGBTQIA choral 
movement in Minneapolis for a quadrennial celebration of music and community. 
We feel a sense of pride and responsibility to represent our wonderful Palm Springs 
community in front of wildly enthusiastic audiences in world-class venues. Many 
of the pieces you hear tonight will be on our festival program. 

In our last piece, Joseph Martin’s The Awakening, the chorus sings of a dream 
where music has disappeared--where no steeples ring, no birds sing and no choirs 
sing to change the world. It is a hopeless and stark world, a world of literal silence. 
As the dream ends, we awaken to hear bells ringing and voices singing out. The 
world is alive again with the sound of music. It is a call for us all to let music live in 
our own lives and in the world around us.

My sincerest thanks to all of you for joining us. 
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ACT I
OVER THE RAINBOW/DEFYING GRAVITY

Arlen & Yarberg; Stephen Schwartz
Arranged by Saunder Choi

SKY FULL OF STARS
Performed by Coldplay

Arranged by Charles Beale

HELLO, WORLD 
Written and performed by Aloe Blacc

Arrangement by Pax Ressler
Commissioned for PSGMC 2023

Soloists: Jessay Martin, Marc Copfer, BJ Allen, Jeffrey Hillard, 
Ramiro Salazar, Santiago Reyes

I LOVE YOU /
WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD

Thiele/Weiss; Louis Armstrong
Arranged by Craig Hella Johnson

Soloists: Dave Sanchez, Jeffrey Hillard

THE LAND OF THE LIVING
Special Guest Kristine W

with The Arrangement 
(Chip Prince, Director)

STAND UP 
(From Harriet)

Cynthia Erivo & Joshuah Bryan Campbell
Arrangement by Mark McCormick
Commissioned for PSGMC 2023

Soloists: Jessay Martin, Joel Brown

I WANNA GROW OLD WITH YOU
with a video tribute to our lifelong loves

Arrangement by Eddy Clement
Commissioned for PSGMC 2023

Soloist: Ramiro Salazar

A Word from our Board of Directors
Presentation of George Zander Anti-Bullying Grants

THE WONDER OF IT ALL
Performed by Special Guest Kristine W

with PSGMC
Vocal parts arranged by Chip Prince

FROM NOW ON
(from The Greatest Showman)

Benj Pasek & Justin Paul
Arrangement by Eddy Clement

Commissioned for PSGMC 2023
Soloist: Marc Copfer
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INTERMISSION

ACT II
RAFFLE DRAWING

INTO THE UNKNOWN
(from Disney’s Frozen 2)

Panic at the Disco Version
Kristen Anderson-Lopez & Robert Lopez

Arranged by Pax Ressler

UP, UP & AWAY
5th Dimension/Jimmy Webb
Arranged by Pete Schmutte

MEDLEY OF BILLBOARD #1 HITS
Performed by Special Guest Kristine W

Mixed by Legendary Producer Chris Cox
Vocal parts arranged by Chip Prince

GLITTER IN THE AIR
By Billy Mann and P!NK

Arrangement by Eddy Clement
Commissioned for PSGMC 2023

ELECTRICITY
(from Billy Elliot)

Elton John & Lee Hall
Arranged by Chip Prince

Performed by The Arrangement (Chip Prince, Director)

WE SHALL OVERCOME & LEAN ON ME
Arranged by Mark Hayes

Soloist: Maxwell Mierzejewski

FIREWORK
Performed by Katy Perry;

By Linda Perry, et al
Arranged by David Maddux

Soloist: BJ Allen

A Word from the President of the Board of Directors

A.G.
Performed by Special Guest Kristine W

with PSGMC
World Premiere  / Collab with 7th Heaven, United Kingdom

Vocal parts arranged by Chip Prince

THE AWAKENING
Joseph M. Martin
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Slovak Baron Empey Murphy & Pinkney LLP
Your Trusted Full-Service Legal Advisors

sbemp.com • 760.322.2275

SAN DIEGO • COSTA MESA • PALM SPRINGS • INDIAN WELLS • NEW JERSEY • NEW YORK

We take great pride in our senior 

counsel, Charles Gallagher, who 

has been a dedicated member of 

the Chorus for many years and 

will be performing with the team 

Defying Gravity at this year’s 

Annual Spring Concert.

Together, let’s celebrate 
diversity and harmony.

SBEMP Attorneys is proud 
to support the Palm Springs 
Gay Men’s Chorus, truly a 
chorus like no other.
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One of PSGMC’s newest
tenors Ramiro Salazar is

doing his second
AIDS/LifeCycle in June

of 2024. Every year
thousands of people

from all over the world
gather in San Francisco

to start a 545 mile
journey to Los Angeles
on bikes to raise money

for AIDS/LifeCycle,
which provides life
saving services to

people living with and
affected by HIV/AIDS. 

To support Ramiro’s ride scan the QR code or visit:
https://giving.aidslifecycle.org/participant/RamiroSalazar
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THE DESERT’S MOST NOTORIOUS FETISH BARTHE DESERT’S MOST NOTORIOUS FETISH BAR

Gay Owned. Gay Operated. For the Gay Community
Daily Drink Specials  •  Music Videos  •  Live DJ's

3 01  E  A R E N A S  R D   •   PA L M  S P R I N G S   •   D I C K S P S . C O M
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ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP
Jerry R. Soria-Foust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Artistic Director & Conductor
Joel Baker.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Principal Accompanist
Chip Prince . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbershop Director & Staff Arranger
Doug Nagel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Resident Vocal Coach
Martin Coogan .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ASL Interpreter
Joe Gregore-Duffield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Choreographer
Jeff Kopasz .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tenor I Section Leader
Chip Prince . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tenor II Section Leader
Jeffrey Nottke .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Bass Section Leader
Charles Schobe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tenor I Section Manager
Bill Butler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tenor II Section Manager
John O’Connell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Baritone Section Manager 
Dan Carlentine.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bass Section Manager

ORCHESTRA
Joel Baker.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Piano/Keyboard I
Kurt Jordan.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Keyboard II
Mari Mizutani .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Violin I
Jeannine Manthey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Violin II
Mike Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Electric & Acoustic Guitar
Denise Briesé  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bass
Dennis Burke .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Drums/Percussion
Chip Prince . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Staff Arranger

SHOW PRODUCTION TEAM
Nick Wass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Production Manager
Tessa Walker .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stage Manager
Joey Guthman .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lighting Designer
Rick Mendieta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sound Engineer
Andrea Laguni .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  PSGMC Venue Coordinator
Joe Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PSGMC Logistics & Load-in Coordinator
Jan Judziewicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PSGMC Backstage Volunteer Coordinator
John O’Connell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Company Manager

DANCE ENSEMBLE
PSGMC

Dan Carlentine • Marc Copfer • Matt Fox • Joe Gregore Duffield • Berton Herrlinger • Andrea Laguni 
Joe Nelson • Sergio Pena • Mario Pescatore • Wesley Ryan • Ramiro Salazar • Robin Somes

Joe Gregore Duffield
 Joe was the producer & director for the San Diego Gay Men’s Chorus for 7 years 
(2015-2022) and has been a singing member, dancer and choreographer with 
them for 26 years. Before chorus, Joe has performed in California, Hawaii and 
Colorado in productions of A Chorus Line, Damn Yankees, Fame, Sophisticated 
Ladies, Pajama Game, The King & I, Grease, Guys and Dolls, Once Upon a Mattress, 
South Pacific, Unsinkable Molly Brown, 6 productions of West Side Story and 
many more.   Joe is excited to be working on his second show with PSGMC!
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3 Restaurants 
Unlimited Flavors

Proudly Supporting and Serving Our Community

1501uptown.com 
760-320-1501

eight4nine.com 
760-325-8490

williesrm.com 
760-202-4499
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GUEST ENTERTAINMENT

Mariachi Arco Iris de Los Angeles 

GUEST DJ’S
DJ Galaxy • Lizz Castles • Bassmoves

CINCODEMAYOPALMSPRINGS.COM
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OPEN REHEARSAL/AUDITIONS
Monday, September 9, 2024 
Open rehearsal for HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
6:30 - 8:30 pm | A read-through of the music from the Holiday Concert
8:30 pm | New member auditions

AUDITIONS
Saturday, January 14, 2024
11 am | New member auditions

LOCATION FOR BOTH
Palm Springs United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
1555 E Alejo Rd, Palm Springs, CA

Visit modernmen.org for more information

Join Us!
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BEST RADIO STATION

KGAY 106.5

BEST LOCAL DJ’S

DJ MODGIRL
DJ GALAXY

BEST LOCAL RADIO PERSONALITY 

JOHN TAYLOR 

LISTEN ANYWHERE:
KGayPalmSprings.com
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777 E. Tahquitz Cyn Way, Ste 200-205, Palm Springs, CA 92262    760-999-4444PHONE ADDRESS

We'll Back You Up!

Attorney Advertising

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

760-999-4444PHONE

19

T H E  D E S E R T ’S  P R E M I E R  M E N ’S  VO C A L  E N S E M B L E

acabbello.org

BRASILANOVA! 
A CELEBRATION OF  
THE MAGICAL RHYTHMS   
AND SULTRY SOUNDS  
OF BRAZIL & BEYOND

Saturday, May 7
Sunday, May 8 

2:30 pm

Revolution Stage Company
Palm Springs

Tickets $40
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The Center Coachella 

provides a safe 

inclusive space 

for the LGBTQ+ 

Community 

in the East 

Coachella 

Valley.
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EMBRACE YOUR  
INNER ICON
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Palm Springs Gay Men’s Chorus Gratefully Acknowledges the
Continued Support of Steve Tobin, Johnny Krupa and the

Board of Directors of the
Grace Helen Spearman Charitable Foundation
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BRIAN SCOTT
(SELECT WED 6-9P)

FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS @
VWWW.THEROOSTCC.COM

68718 E Palm Canyon Dr #203, Cathedral City, CA
760-507-8495 • theroostcc.com

KEISHA D
(THURSDAYS 6-9P)

GENNINE FRANCIS
(SATURDAYS 6-9P)

FEATURING

BILL RAMIREZ(FRIDAYS 7-9P)
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DO IT
 FOR THEM 

CATHEDR AL CITY FD 1847  •  COACHELLA FD 640  •  INDIO FD 967

Your family depends on you. Today and tomorrow. That’s why you have life 
insurance, why you set up a college fund — and why you should take care of your 
funeral arrangements in advance. It’s easy to do. Forest Lawn offers chapels, services, 
cremation, flowers, and property — all in one place, all for one affordable price. 
Maybe that’s why, for more than 100 years, more people have turned to Forest Lawn 
than any other funeral home in Southern California.

So call us today. We’d be happy to sit down with you, explain all the options you have, 
and help put together a personalized plan for you — here at Forest Lawn.

FORESTLAWN.COM

300 N Palm Canyon 
760-537-3838

WabiSabiJapanLiving.com

Housewares
Tableware
Knives
Whisky
Sake
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On behalf of Eisenhower Medical Center, we say thank you. To U.S. News & World 
Report, for the honor and recognition. To our care teams, for their drive and 
dedication. And to all of you in our wonderful community who choose us for their 
care. Besides being ranked as the Inland Empire’s Best Regional Hospital and 
ranked as the 12th Best Hospital in California, we were recognized for high quality 
care in the following categories:

• Aortic Valve Surgery

• Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease 
(COPD)

• Colon Cancer Surgery

• Diabetes

• Geriatrics

• Heart Attack 

• Heart Bypass Surgery 

• Heart Failure

• Hip Fracture

• Hip Replacement

• Kidney Failure

• Knee Replacement

• Leukemia, Lymphoma  
& Myeloma

• Lung Cancer Surgery

• Neurology & 
Neurosurgery 

• Orthopedics 

• Pneumonia

• Prostate Cancer 
Surgery

• Spinal Fusion

• Stroke

In the coming year, we pledge to keep doing our best to be the best, delivering 
compassionate, high-quality, leading edge care to the Coachella Valley. Thank you, 
one and all. You are, and always will be, our inspiration to reach new heights.

Learn more about our accreditations and recognitions at  
EisenhowerHealth.org/Awards

#1 Regional  
Hospital 

plus quality awards  
in 20 specialties.

O U T S TA N D I N G  I N  T H E  I N L A N D  E M P I R E !
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An
International

Experience

An
International

Experience
Nov. 9 & 10, 2024

Celebrity Chefs

Susan Feniger
Alice B.’s / Border Grill

Two Hot Tamales

Palm Springs Stadium Pavilion
1901 East Baristo Road

Featuring
40 Chef-Owned

Restaurants
& Over 50

Boutique Wineries

SPONSORS

Benefiting the Fellows Program of the Culinary Institute of America, and Les Dames D’Escoffier

A HOCKER PRODUCTIONS EVENTPalmSpringsFoodandWine.org

������

Lidia Bastianich
Emmy Award-Winning PBS Host,

Best Selling Author and Restaurateur

Joe Sasto
Food Network Judge

NBC’s “Top Chef All-Stars” Finalist

Dara Yu
Winner of MasterChef,

Private Chef and Media Host

Liam Mayclem
Emmy Award-Winning Host,
Foodie Chap KCBS 740 AM

PSFW_2024_PSGMC_FP.pdf   1   4/19/24   12:00 PM
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006031

Proudly serving the 
LGBTQ community.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

I’m right here in Palm Springs, ready to 
help all of my neighbors. Let’s talk about 
planning ahead and protecting what 
matters most. Call me today.

Thomas Gleeson Ins Agcy Inc
Thomas Gleeson CLU ChFC, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0K08021
225 S. Civic Drive, Suite 1-1
Palm Springs, CA  92262
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